
 BISON TRANSPORT DEBATE 

 

 DEBATE PROCEDURES 

 

1. HISTORY: The format of the debate is copied from British Parliamentary procedures. It is 

similar in practice to The House of Commons. The brainchild of Barry Prentice, the Bison 

Transport Debate has been conducted in conjunction with the CTRF Annual Meeting since 1996. 

 

2. TOPIC: The CTRF Board decides the topic, thesis, proposition, resolution to be debated.   

 

3. P-C RULE(s): Verbal arguments are proffered for and against the issue at hand. Props are 

generally not permitted and are subject to the judgement of the Speaker. Users of props do so at 

their peril and may incur penalties imposed at the sole discretion of the Speaker. Regulation of 

dress, decorum, and diction also fall under the exclusive jurisdiction and purview of the Speaker. 

 

4. CHOOSING SIDES: The CTRF Debate seeks to explore issues, while not "tarring" any 

members with a particular position, or seeking to "fix" the debate outcome via the selection of 

speakers. The debating teams for the positive and the negative sides are determined by a coin 

toss at the CTRF President's Reception. The winner of the coin toss presents the positive side of 

the argument, or thesis. The leader of the incumbent team calls the coin. 

 

5. STRUCTURE OF DEBATE: Two teams, each consisting of two members represent each of 

the two arguments, viz; one the thesis; the other the antithesis. Each team is provided with a table 

and two chairs. The tables are positioned at a slight angle facing the audience. A moderator, 

called a SPEAKER, is selected to preside over the debate. 

 

6. TIMING THE DEBATE: The Speaker is in control of the debate. Each team is given an 

allotted time. The two lead debaters are permitted seven minutes each, the second team members 

are given up to seven minutes each (these times subject to confirmation of the Speaker). The 

Clerk/time keeper of the debate sits in the audience, within easy view of the debaters. Hand 

signals are used to indicate remaining time, and expiry. The final rebuttals are 4 minutes each. 

 

7. PROCEDURE: The Speaker presents the subject to be debated and introduces the debaters.  

The first to speak is the first debater representing the positive position. The second to speak is 

the first debater representing the negative position. The second debater is expected to deal first 

with a short rebuttal of the points made by the first debater, then to follow with his main points.  

The third to speak is the second debater representing the positive position. The fourth to speak 

is the second debater representing the negative position. The thesis and the antithesis now 

established, the speaker invites the audience for input. This input is in the form of one minute 

comments. The speaker will ask for any comments for the positive position, then for the 

negative position. The Speaker then invites the first debater against the argument for a 

rebuttal. Finally, the first debater for the argument is asked for closing comments. 

 

8. JUDGING: The winner of the debate is decided by a "voting with the hooves" method. At the 

end of the debate, the Speaker asks the audience to stand, and walk to the side of the room 

representing the team they believe has won the debate. All members of the audience must vote. 

 

9. TROPHY: The winning team holds the CTRF Bison Transport Trophy for one year. At the 

next annual meeting, the incumbent team is invited to defend the title. The names of the winning 

team are inscribed on the award, while each debate participant receives a modest memento. 
 


